
San Luis Coastal Teachers Association (SLCTA) 
Our History 

 
The San Luis Obispo Classroom Teachers’ Club 

 – A Retrospect 
 

 Twenty-one years after the organization of the Teachers’ Club in San Luis 
Obispo, California, Charles O. Blodgett, president of the San Luis Obispo Classroom 
Teachers’ Club (1947-48), appointed a committee to investigate the records of the 
organization and compile a history from February 9, 1927, when such an organization 
was first discussed, to the close of the school year 1947-48.  “The Classroom Teachers’ 
Club”, declared Mr. Blodgett “has come of age!” 
 Wesley Alderman presided over that meeting of 1927.  Four important steps 
were taken: (1) The name, San Luis Obispo Teachers’ Club, was chosen; (2) a 
president, Albert T. Vinacke, was elected; (3) a second meeting was set for February 
28th to discuss a constitution; and (4) the following objectives were adopted: 

• Social opportunities, 
• Professional improvement, 
• Concerted action for mutual aid, 
• Publicity, 
• Cooperation with patrons of the school for the improvement of education, 
• Cooperation with the administration and the Board of Education, 
• An understanding that the club is “not a union”. 
The constitution adopted March 21, 1927, provided that administrators and 

principals, as well as classroom teachers, might become members of the Teachers’ Club 
on signing the register and paying dues.  Standing committees were to be: 

1. executive 
2. program 
3. publicity 
4. public relations 

In November of the same year, the faculty of the California State Polytechnic School, 
under leadership of Margaret Chase, and the rural teachers of adjacent county schools 
were admitted to membership. 
 Dues were then $1 a year, payable semiannually, and meetings were held every 
month during the school year.  By 1939, the number of general meetings was reduced 
to four a year (in September, November, February, and May), and dues were increased 
to $1.50, but were included in the one-half of one percent Chest Fund contribution. 
 In May, 1944, dues of $1 were voted to be levied in addition to the Chest Fund 
contribution.  In 1948, dues were increased to $3 to permit more expenditure for 
teacher-welfare. In  1960, dues were recorded as being $9 a year and in 1966, dues 
were increased to $10.  



 Not only was the amount of dues questioned from time to time, but also the 
privilege of membership, whether it should be based on certification alone, on payment 
of dues, or late on contribution to the Chest Fund. 
 One year it was thought necessary to adopt the following Bylaw: “Any member 
whose dues shall remain unpaid for six months after the opening of the school 
year…shall automatically forfeit his membership” (this copy of the constitution bears no 
date). 
 The first official speech of Charles E. Teach to the Teachers’ Club was recorded 
by Mildred Beaver, secretary-treasurer, for the meeting of September 17, 1928, as 
follows: 

 City Superintendent Teach spoke of the objectives of the Teachers’ Club, 
urging that the club seek to develop a professional attitude among its 
members—cooperation, loyalty, and reliability—and the proper attitude 
toward both parents and pupils.  He further urged that the club serve as a 
medium for the promotion of the education of its members through the 
reading of professional literature.  He also stressed the importance of the 
practice of thrift by the individual member. 
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